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This report explored the severity of the problem 
of spouse abuse among federally sentenced offenders, and examined the strategies utilized by the Correctional Service 

of Canada in response to spouse abuse and suggested some areas that re q u i re future re s e a rc h . 

A c c o rding to a national Canadian survey, 15% of women currently with male partners reported violence by their curre n t 
spouse while 48% of women with 
a previous marital partner reported violence by a previous spouse. Police data in Canada found that between 1974 and 
1992, women killed by their spouses constituted 38% of all adult female homicide victims while 6% of adult male 
homicide victims were killed by their spouses. 

The report presents relevant information profiling the demographic, psychological and attitudinal variables associated 
with spouse abusers. One consistent risk marker for spousal violence is witnessing or being a victim of physical abuse as a 
child. Empirical re s e a rch has found a correlation between overall drinking behaviour or alcoholism and risk of spouse 
abuse offending although taking intoxicants prior to an abusive episode has not shown as clear a re l a t i o n s h i p . 

Particularly relevant is the finding that severe abusers tend to be involved in a criminal lifestyle and often have their 
attitudes towards spouse abuse re i n f o rced by friends. 

Triggers or situational factors that appear to increase the likelihood of spouse abuse at a particular time include stre s s , 
emotional arousal, and specific incidents such as separation. These factors are likely to occur when offenders are re l e a s e d 
into the community since reintegration into the community is particularly stre s s f u l . 

Spouse abusers and especially severe spouse abusers appear to have many characteristics in common with federally 
supervised offenders. Research strongly indicates 30% of offenders who had murd e red their spouses had an arrest re c o rd 
for violent crime and 29% had an arrest re c o rd for non-violent crime. 

The report recommends that future re s e a rch should focus on refining the identification of spouse abusers, determining the 
level of spouse abuse among federally sentences offenders especially within the community, and improving community 
supervision techniques for offenders identified as potential spouse abusers. ■ 


