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Concern has been raised that, if the federal women’s o ffender population continues to grow at recent rates, the 
C o r rectional Service of Canada may need to add significant accommodation capacity. However, the cause of this re c e n t 

g rowth is not fully understood. This report examines two leading indicators of the criminal justice process that may 
indicate changing incarceration rates for adult women in Canada: 

• t rends in police reports of laying of charges against adult women, and 

• the conviction and sentencing patterns of adult women appearing in adult criminal court. 

The examination of police reports over the period from 1994 to 1999 found that fewer adult women are being charg e d . 
The total number of adult women charged each year decreased by about 6,300 between this period. Charges for major 
crimes such as homicide, attempted murd e r, ro b b e r y, and major assaults also decreased. However, charges for dru g 
t r a fficking/importation have increased significantly. Small, but significant increases were also re c o rded in charges for 
b reak and enter, and fraud and related offences for cases where there were multiple charges. 

The reports from participating Provincial Adult Criminal Courts show about 9% fewer cases were dealt with in 1998-99 
than in 1994-95. The number of adult women offenders convicted and sent do prison by the courts also decreased slightly. 
H o w e v e r, while overall prison sentences were down, sentences to federal terms (2 years or more) showed an incre a s e . 

The opening of new federal women institutions to serve the Atlantic and Prairie regions may have influenced the number 
of federal sentences in those specific regions. As new federal women institutions were opened in the Prairie and A t l a n t i c 
regions (especially in Alberta, PEI, and Nova Scotia), the number of federal sentences has incre a s e d . 

The report clearly outlines and identifies concerns re g a rding future accommodation capacity for federal women off e n d e r s . 
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