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Why we did this study
The mitigation of risk and safe transition of offenders
into the community are primary concerns of the
Correctional Service of Canada. Though violent
recidivism is infrequent, the potential for harm to
victims necessitates ongoing research into the
prediction of violent re-offending and using these
findings to develop strategies to reduce this risk.
What we did
Offenders with a community supervision period
between April 2008 and March 2009 were included in
the study. Offenders on statutory release (SR) and
discretionary release (DR; i.e., day or full parole) who
were readmitted with a violent offence within the
study period were compared on various indicators of
risk, need, and demographic characteristics. A violent
offence included any homicide or Schedule I offence.
What we found
Of the 14,401 offenders who had a supervision period
during fiscal year 2008/2009, less than 2% (270)
were readmitted with a violent offence. The majority
of these readmissions (80%; 214) were offenders on
SR. Over four-fifths of those new offences were
either assaults or robberies, although four offenders
were readmitted with homicide offences.
Offenders on SR had more extensive criminal
histories than those on DR, with a larger proportion
having served prior provincial and/or federal terms. A
significantly larger percentage had also failed on a
previous conditional release.
In terms of risk and need, offenders on SR were
significantly more likely to be assessed as having
overall high risk and need, and to have lower
reintegration potential (meaning that they are more
likely to recidivate) The table below shows the global
risk and need scores, as well as reintegration
potential for the violent recidivists.

Measure of Risk Factors
Global Risk Score
Low
Medium
High
Global Need Score
Low
Medium
High
Reintegration Potential
Low
Medium
High

Conditional Release Type
%
SR
(n=213)
0.5
38.5
61.0
(n=213)
0.9
16.4
82.6
(n=203)
54.7
29.6
15.8

DR
(n=51)
5.9
60.8
33.3
(n=51)
2.0
49.0
49.0
(n=46)
23.9
32.6
43.5

What it means
The results of this study are consistent with previous
research on violent recidivism. In addition, the results
show that offenders on SR who were readmitted with
a violent offence differed from their DR counterparts
on a number of important risk variables. While the
rate of violent re-offending is low, work is need to
better identify those most at risk.
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