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Recent amendments to the C o r rections and Conditional Release Act (CCRA) (amendments to the CCRA, 1995) have allowed 
for the imposition of a residency condition to offenders’ statutory release (SR) when they are considered to be high risk 

of committing a serious violent offence without such a condition. 

This report provides a description of how the amendment to the CCRAthat came into effect in January 1996 affected the 
use of residency condition. The study addresses the following questions: 

1. Has the use of the residency condition for re f e r red offenders changed following the amendment to the CCRA? 

2. Has the residency condition been used with offenders released at their statutory release date? 

3. What are the demographic characteristics of offenders released with a residency condition? 

4. Is residency used equally across all re g i o n s ? 

5. What are the sentence characteristics of offenders released with a residency condition? 

6. For offenders released with a residency condition, what type of offences have they committed in the past and what is 
the extent of their criminal activity? Have these characteristics changed 
f rom before the amendment to after? 

7. What percentage of offenders released with a residency condition is readmitted to prison 
within one year of their re l e a s e ? 

In order to be able to make comparisons between pre-amendment and post-amendment period, four groups were cre a t e d : 

•	 p re-amendment re f e r re d : All offenders re f e r red for detention or who had their detention reviewed and were granted a 
release residency condition before January 31, 1996; 

•	 post-amendment re f e r re d : All offenders re f e r red for detention or who had their detention reviewed and were granted a 
release with a residency condition after January 31, 1996; 

•	 S R - re s i d e n c y : All offenders released at their SR date after January 31, 1996 with a residency condition and who did not 
have a previous SR release which was followed by a readmission 
to prison; 

•	 SR suspended-re s i d e n c y : All offenders who 
w e re released on SR after January 31, 1996 with 
a residency condition, but who had a previous 
SR for which they were suspended during the same sentence. 

The results of the study indicate an overall readmission rate of 55% within one year for the study groups, higher than that 
observed among all SR releases (approximately 40%). The majority of these readmissions were due to a revocation, not a 
new offence. New offence rates ranged from 5% for the pre-amendment re f e r red group to 17% for the SR suspended-
residency group. The high readmission rate may indicate that residency had little impact on recidivism following re l e a s e . 
H o w e v e r, the use of more appropriate control groups in a subsequent study will evaluate this finding more completely. ■ 


