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Criminal behaviour is viewed as a complex phenomenon that results from a combination 
of biological, sociological, psychological, and situational antecedents. As a result, predicting criminality or even fully 

understanding its antecedents has been an enormous challenge for correctional workers, forensic scientists, and clinicians. 
T h e re is growing evidence in support of the hypothesis that familial variables such as quality of pare n t - c h i l d 
relationships, familial criminality, parental illness and separation from parents, increase the likelihood of criminal 
b e h a v i o u r. Consequently, this report reviews the relationship between marital and family variables and adult re c i d i v i s m . 

A t h o rough literature search was conducted using many diff e rent databases. Of the 238 identified studies, 193 were 
classified as empirical and 35 were classified as theoretical/narrative reviews. The majority of the studies were comprised 
of samples containing 100 or more recidivists. However, over half of the recidivism studies did not include a comparison 
g roup. Multivariate analyses were the highest level of statistical analysis used in 65 of the studies, while frequencies and 
s t ructural equation modelling were the highest level of statistical analysis conducted in 25 studies. 

Knowledge of the parent-child relationship has 
been useful in understanding the role that familial variables play in predicting adult criminality. Researc h suggests that 
i n a p p ropriate discipline, poor parental supervision, attachment to parents, and runaway behaviour are predictive of adult 
criminal conduct. Arecent meta-analysis also confirmed that family rearing practices (i.e. lack of supervision and 
a ffection, conflict, and abuse) were predictive of recidivism. Lastly, there is some evidence to suggest that early paternal 
influences are stronger than maternal influences in determining the presence 
or absence of violent criminality. 

Various family factors (e.g. family psychopathology, quality of parent-child relationships, experiences 
of childhood victimization, marital status and the quality of the relationship) have been implicated as potential pre d i c t o r s 
of criminal recidivism among adults. Clearly, much remains to be learned about whether family life can alter a delinquent 
criminal career and can buffer against criminogenic influences in adulthood. 

This report also provides recommendations for the enhancement of marital and family assessment strategies, as well as 
f u t u re investigations into recidivism among adult criminals. The report concludes with a description and critique of some 
of the instruments frequently relied upon for the measurement of adult criminal recidivism. ■ 


